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El Salvador: Report On Violence, Human Rights Violations
&amp; Related Government Actions, Sept. 1-30
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, November 6, 1987
The following report is a chronological summary of incidents recorded by media sources and
organizations in El Salvador from Sept. 1 through Sept. 30. [Source: El Rescate, Los Angeles,
Calif.] Sept. 1: Air Force A-37's and helicopter gunships bomb and strafe the area of Santa Marta,
Cabaas department, for three hours. One civilian is killed, and six are wounded, and several
homes are destroyed. Eighty families reside in the area, most of whom have recently returned
from Honduras through the UN High Commission for Refugees repatriation program. Santa
Marta is one of five locations chosen by refugees at the Mesa Grande in Honduras for massive
repatriation scheduled for October. (Tutela Legal) Jorge Salvador Ubau, Secretary General of
CCTU (Coordinating Committee of University Workers, University of El Salvador), is abducted
by five "heavily armed men in civilian clothes" at 8:00 a.m. on his way to work. Whereabouts are
unknown. University students protesting his capture burn five government-owned vehicles in
front of the university campus entrance at 5:30 p.m. (El Mundo, 9/2/87) Sept. 2: Gen. Blandon and
Cols. Vargas, Fuentes and Hernandez visit Santa Marta, site of Sept. 1 bombing attack. Blandon
meets with victims of bombing and explains "why the accident occurred." The press reports that the
military will "compensate the families for their lost properties." (Diario de Hoy, 9/3/87) University
authorities send letter to Guatemalan President Vinicio Cerezo requesting his assistance in the
case of Jorge Salvador Ubau. (El Mundo, 9/2/87) Security forces carry out forced recruiting in
Zacamil, Mejicanos, Las Brisas, Chavez Galeano and San Antonio suburbs of San Salvador. Civil
Defense Commander of Ayutuxtepeque says he needs 100 men. Many parents protest that their
sons are going to lose a year of school because they are forced into the military just weeks before
the end of the term. (El Mundo, 9/2/87) Bodies of Mario de Jesus Monzon Fuentes and Jose Perez
Canas are found in Finca Nahuayal near Santa Ana. They were shot to death. (Diario de Hoy,
9/3/87) Sept. 3: Vice Minister of Public Security Colonel Lopez Nuila denies that security forces are
holding Jorge Salvador Ubau. He warns that the armed forces could intervene in the university
because "society demands a stop to this situation of disorder and violence in the streets." Lopez
Nuila says he does not understand why there are complaints about captures by men in civilian
clothes. "Everywhere in the world detectives go about in civilian clothes." (El Mundo, 9/3/87)
University students demonstrate in front of US Embassy protesting continued disappearance of
Ubau. (El Mundo, 9/3/87) Colonel Rodolfo Revelo of the National Police assures the press that he is
informed of every capture and that the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and family
members are immediately notified. "There is a complete structure of protection for the prisoner."
Revelo also reports that 200 National Police agents have been killed "in the `line of duty' since
1980." (Diario de Hoy, 9/3/87) COFENASTRAS (Women's Committee of public employee labor
union FENASTRAS) denounces Aug. 27 capture of Maria Antonia Perez from the Social Security
Administration building by the National Police. Blindfolded, interrogated, and submitted to "a
series of psychological tortures," she is forced to sign an extrajudicial confession. "It is absurd
that [President Jose Napoleon] Duarte calls on other governments to respect the agreement of
Esquipulas II when in reality he is showing that he doesn't have the will to overcome this system
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of injustice and violations of human rights." (El Mundo, 9/3/87) Two members of FECMAFAM
(Federation of Committees of Mothers) captured by "heavily armed men in civilian clothes" as
they are waiting for a bus in San Miguelito. Gloria Alicia Galan, 22, and Lucia Menjivar, 24, are
believed to be held by the Treasury Police. Galan's younger sister escapes and informs FECMAFAM
of the captures. (El Mundo, 9/4/87) 6,442 members of the armed forces have received human rights
training. President Duarte presides over a ceremony at National Police headquarters at completion
of the three-month course. Col. Lopez Nuila notes that as of July 31, 1,040 members of the armed
forces accused of criminal acts had been turned over to legal authorities. (La Prensa Grafica, 9/4/87)
National Guard captures two women accused of kidnapping children to be sold in the US through
an agency called "Children's Services International" of New Jersey. Ten children are found in their
home in a San Salvador suburb. Hundreds of young children disappear every year and are sold
through black market adoption agencies in the US. (El Mundo, 9/4/87) Minister of Justice claims
that the Aug. 31 attack on Mariona Prison was a "terrorist attack." Five prisoners, including three
political prisoners were wounded. COPPES (Committee of Political Prisoners) blames prison guards
and security forces for the shootings. (Diario de Hoy, 9/4/87) Sept. 4: Ecumenical mass held on
university campus for Ubau's freedom. Father Jon Sobrino, Lutheran Bishop Medardo Gomez,
Episcopalian Leonel Blanco and Baptist Edgar Palacio participate. (El Mundo, 9/5/87) Sept. 5:
COPPES denounces government statements that attack on Mariona was a "guerrilla action." The
organization calls on Organization of American States, United Nations, Amnesty International
and the press to investigate the attack. (El Mundo, 9/5/87) FEDECOOPADES denounces Aug.
29 capture of Jose Antonio Jovel Martinez, administrative council member of the "Los Angeles"
cooperative, Los Marranitos, La Paz department, by soldiers of Battalion BIAT-PRAM. (El Mundo,
9/5/87) FECMAFAM holds demonstration in front of Treasury Police headquarters demanding
freedom of two members captured on Sept. 3. (El Mundo, 9/5/87) Walter Anzora Zepeda, 22-yearold student of San Salvador, disappears. His mother visits all security force offices and hospitals,
but is unable to locate him. (Diario de Hoy, 9/9/87) Sept. 6: President of non-governmental Human
Rights Commission (CDHES), Herbert Anaya Sanabria appears on government television program,
"Point of View," to debate Vice Minister of Public Security Col. Lopez-Nuila and ex-FMLN leader
Miguel Castellanos on the use of land mines. The FMLN has admitted it is responsible for many
civilian casualties caused by land mines. Sanabria asks Lopez-Nuila, "If you're so concerned about
the human rights of civilians, why do you continue to bomb villages indiscriminantly? Why do your
soldiers continue to toss grenades into the homes of civilians? Why does your air force continue to
strafe villages without regard for the innocent civilians living there? If the government were really
concerned for the human rights of Salvadoran citizens they would make a concerted effort to end
this war." (TV Channel 10 9/6/87) Sept. 7: University Rector Luis Argueta Antillon says the university
has information that Ubau is alive and in the hands of the government. He denounces telephoned
death threats received by university officials over the weekend. (El Mundo, 9/8/87) Gloria Alicia
Galan is brought before a judge, and examined by a doctor who verifies that she received a serious
head injury and beating. Galan says she was forced to sign a confession. Lucia Menjivar was turned
over to the government Human Rights Commission for "lack of proof." Treasury Police claim that
Menjivar "is collaborating with the security forces." (El Mundo, 9/7/87) Lt. Jorge Alberto Rivas,
accused of assassinating three persons on Aug. 9 in Santa Ana is being held as a common prisoner
along with two other soldiers of the Second Infantry Brigade. The lieutenant has been discharged
from the service. (La Prensa Grafica, 9/8/87) ASTTEL (Union of Telecommunication Workers)
accuses government of "telephonic espionage" against union offices and the press. The union issues
a statement charging government communications department, ANTEL, of "maintaining a network
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of espionage." ANTEL spokesperson denies the charges but Minister of Defense declares that "the
army can make use of communications as a method of intelligence for national security." Some local
radio stations have complained of interference, especially in the case of international calls. (Diario
de Hoy, 9/8/87) Sept. 8: Yanira Dominguez Lemus, 17-year-old student of Santa Ana, is shot by
three unknown men near her home. (El Mundo, 9/9/87) Five members of a family in San Martin are
seriously wounded, result of a grenade thrown into their home. Two members of the armed forces
suspected by family as perpetrators because of personal feud. (El Mundo, 9/9/87) Public Prosecutor
of Sonsonate orders the detention of Col. Elmer Gonzalez Araujo and Capt. Carlos Alfonso Figueroa
Morales for 1983 massacre of 74 peasants in Las Hojas. Maj. Oscar Alberto Leon and 11 civil defense
members are also implicated. The case has been dismissed twice previously. (La Prensa Grafica,
9/8/87) Sept. 9: At 6:00 a.m., 450 soldiers of the Treasury Police invade the Bethania refugee camp
dressed in black with black masks or painted faces. A camera crew films everyone while troops dig
holes under buildings apparently in search of weapons. Refugees are interrogated, requested to
provide names of "who carry out military tasks for the guerrillas." Bethania was invaded by the
Cavalry Battalion on June 4. Calle Real refugee camp was targeted for the same treatment by the
First Brigade on Aug. 25. The child care center at the Fe y Esperanza camp was bombed on Aug.
27. (El Mundo, 9/17/87) CRIPDES (Committee of the Displaced) members occupy the church in
Usulutan to protest the capture of four members on Sept. 8. (El Mundo, 9/10/87) Soldiers may no
longer ask civilians for rides according to the Director of the National Police. The measure is due
to the recent wave of violent acts committed by off-duty soldiers against civilians. (Diario de Hoy,
9/9/87) Lucia del Carmen Menjuvar, member of FECMAFAM captured on Sept. 3 and released
because she "collaborated," tells press that she was interrogated and beaten. She says, "The worst
torture for me was that I had to listen to what they did to my companera (Gloria Galan)...They
kicked her and treated her like an animal." Menjivar says her captors threatened to kill her father
and two brothers. (El Mundo, 9/11/87) Sept. 10: CODYDES 9 (Committee of Fired and Unemployed
Workers) charges that 8,500 employees of government institutions have been fired in the last three
years, the majority "for not supporting the Christian Democrat Party." (Diario de Hoy, 9/11/87)
Sept. 11: Member of musical group "Espiritu Libre" is shot at 8:00 a.m. by soldiers as the band
is driving through San Vicente in a van clearly marked with the name of the well-known group.
Sound technician Pedro Antonio Flores is wounded in the leg. Two years ago a group member was
killed by soldiers in a similar incident in La Libertad. (El Mundo, 9/14/87) University authorities
denounce threats from the mayor's office to evict 1500 families from the "La Fosa" slum community,
located close to the campus on university property. Municipal officials apparently plan to subdivide
the property for a housing development. The university provides water and electricity to the
community. (El Mundo, 9/11/87) Belgian journalist Alain Hertage is detained at the airport for nine
hours and finally refused permission to enter the country. Hertage was captured and held by the
Treasury Police in l986 for being in a conflict zone without military permission. (El Mundo, 9/11/87)
Sept. 12: PRAL Battalion captures 25 campesinos near Aguilares accused of collaborating with and
supplying the FMLN. The 25, including several children, are taken to First Brigade headquarters. (La
Prensa Grafica, 9/17/87) High school students Carlos Elias Menjivar Guevara and Carlos Adalberto
Menjivar Calles are captured by the National Police and accused of distributing FMLN literature. On
Sept. 17, Guevara is sent to prison, and Calles is released. (Diario de Hoy, 9/17/87) Sept. 13: Jose Alex
Cunza Quijano, member of AGEPYM (Association of Public and Municipal Employees) is captured
by "heavily armed men in civilian clothes." His whereabouts are unknown. (Diario de Hoy, 9/26/87)
Architect Robert Varela Santamaria is assassinated, allegedly by uniformed members of a security
force as he parks his car in his garage in Escalon. The motive is unknown. (El Mundo, 9/25/87)
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Sept. 15: Air Force "Fouga" planes bomb villages of San Bartolo, Ichanmico and Valle Nuevo, San
Vicente department as population prepares for Independence Day celebration. The number of
victims is unknown. (El Mundo, 9/17/87) Col. Guzman Aguilar, commander of the Fifth Brigade in
San Vicente, claims that the Espiritu Libre group was "caught in the line of fire." Band manager
demands an investigation. (El Mundo, 9/15/87) Sept. 17: Non-governmental Commission of Human
Rights denounces the Sept. 12 captures in Aguilares. Detainees range in age from two months to 63
years. The Commission accuses soldiers of robbing money, clothing and other belongings of the 25.
Later in the day, the military turns over 20 persons, including 11 women, to the government Human
Rights Commission. (El Mundo, 9/17/87) Ismael Arden Cabezas, 22, and Godofredo Moran of El
Castao, Apopa are assassinated by soldiers. The armed forces press committee, COPREFA, claims
the men are guerrillas killed in combat by Air Force troops. Family members testify that Moran
was an evangelical Christian, "not a terrorist." "Why do the Armed Forces say they have killed two
guerrillas in combat when what they have done is kill two defenseless campesinos?" (El Mundo,
9/22/87) Sept. 18: Miguel Antonio Mejia Cruz, member of CRIPDES, is captured by Treasury Police.
Mejia returned to El Salvador in January, 1986 after living in sanctuary in the United States for a
year. (Salvadoran National Workers Union, UNTS, 9/20/87) Manager of IRA (government regulatory
agency) in Soyapango, Hector David Orellana, is assassinated by three "heavily armed men in
civilian clothes." (El Mundo, 9/18/87) Sept. 19: FENACOA (National Federation of Agricultural
Cooperative Associations) reports that 16 members have been captured since May 1. Since then,
14 have been released, and two disappeared. (La Prensa Grafica, 9/19/87) Sept. 20: Archbishop
calls on Armed Forces to investigate the wave of crimes committed by off-duty soldiers and "to
take measures to avoid these abuses against the people." (El Mundo, 9/21/87) Sept. 22: Miguel
Mejia is transferred to prison after 96 hours of brutal interrogation and torture. A Salvadoran court
physician affirms that he was badly beaten. (UNTS) Eighteen-year-old student Ana Dolores Pieda
Castaneda is captured by "heavily armed men in civilian clothes" near her home in Zacatecoluca,
La Paz department. (La Prensa Grafica, 9/23/87) Gen. Golcher denies the university's charge that
the Treasury Police are holding Ubau: "The Treasury Police has not captured Salvador Ubau and so
cannot be responsible as the university says, of having tortured him." (La Prensa Grafica, 9/23/87)
Col. Araujo gives his version of Las Hojas massacre to the press. He claims he was not present
during the events but had ordered the operation because guerrillas were in the area. He says the
case has been "exploited politically." (El Mundo, 9/22/87) Sept. 23: Six university students are
captured by the National Guard in Chinameca, San Miguel department, as they are returning to
San Salvador. All are turned over to university authorities on the following day. (El Mundo, 9/24/87)
Mauricio Penado Osorio, court employee in Usulutan, is assassinated by "heavily armed men in
civilian clothes" as he leaves work. (La Prensa Grafica, 9/24/87) Col. Elmer Araujo again comments
on the warrant for his arrest, accusing the Attorney General of reopening the case in an attempt to
"pull a smokescreen over the serious problems of the country" and of "forcing the Armed Forces
to fight guerrillas in the mountains and armchair guerrillas wearing suits and ties." (El Mundo,
9/23/87) Supreme Court rejects petition to release two ex-National Guardsmen, Santiago Gomez
Gonzalez and Jose Dimas Valle Acevedo, sentenced to thirty years for assassination of Jose Viera
and two US land reform advisors in 1981. (Diario de Hoy, 9/24/87) Two ex-soldiers from the Fifth
Brigade tried and sentenced six months ago to ten and fifteen years in prison, respectively, for
the rape of two women are now free due to "lack of compliance with the Penal Code." (El Mundo,
9/24/87) Military judge orders continued detention for five men charged in April, 1987 with ransom
kidnappings of wealthy businessmen. Four are military officers, including Lt. Rodolfo Isidro Lopez
Sibrian who was implicated in the assassination of Viera and the land reform advisors in 1981.
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(Diario de Hoy, 9/23/87) Sept. 24: A leader of the Postal Workers' Union, ANEPES, Jose German
Mira is assassinated as he drives to work. The "National Anti-Communist Commandos" (CAN)
claims responsibility according to leaflets left near the scene: "In this way the organization begins
a struggle against those who are corrupt, wearing suits and ties...Public enemy #1 in El Salvador
is generalized corruption in government institutions." The leaflet also threatens to kill the postal
director and 16 others. (Diario de Hoy, 9/25/87) Sept. 26: Two women are seriously wounded, result
of grenade thrown into their home. Witnesses report that three drunk men from a security force
are responsible. (El Mundo, 9/28/87) AGEPYM (Association of Public and Municipal Employees)
denounces continued disappearance of Jose Alex Cunza Quijano, captured on Sept. 13. All security
forces have denied knowledge of the capture. (Diario de Hoy, 9/26/87) US Ambassador Corr visits
Santa Ana's Second Brigade "to express his indignation" over the May 1st disappearances of three
union members, reportedly captured by members of Section II of the Brigade. (Diario de Hoy,
9/27/87) Special Representative of the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations, Jose
Pastor Ridruejo, begins annual visit to El Salvador to review the human rights situation, September
1986-87. (El Mundo, 9/28/87) Interamerican Commission on Human Rights issues report for 1986-87
noting that "serious problems continue in El Salvador." The report cites 64 persons captured by
the Armed Forces and "disappeared"; and 40 persons "disappeared," and 18 assassinated by death
squads. (El Mundo, 9/28/87) Sept. 29: Lutheran Bishop Medardo Gomez denounces telephoned
death threats he has been receiving. (El Mundo, 9/30/87) ANDA (government potable water
company) employee is killed by the explosion of a bomb delivered to him wrapped as a gift. Franklin
Antonio Escobar, 25, worked in the accounting department and was a union member. (El Mundo,
9/30/87) Sept. 30: University authorities meet with Costa Rican President Oscar Arias to seek his
assistance in the case of the continued disapperance of Jorge Salvador Ubau, captured one month
ago. (El Mundo, 9/30/87)
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